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INTRODUCTION 
The Government Cost Diagnostic Regional Information for Northeast 
Ohio is available at this link http://live.cgr.org/NEO. The website can be 
viewed in both Internet Explorer and Firefox. The website is best viewed 
at 1280 x 1024 or higher.  

Below is a screen shot of the Home page of the website. This user guide is 
available for download or online viewing by clicking the “User Guide” 
link on the Home page. 

 

For the Northeast Ohio project, CGR has created database information for 
Northeast Ohio and five comparison regions. For each region, three data 
sets from the Census of Governmentsare available for the years 2002, 
1997 and 1992.  

In addition, basic information about Northeast Ohio and comparison 
regions has been summarized into table format. These tables are viewable 
by clicking on the down arrow and then clicking on “Go.” Each table 
opens in a new window.  

Also available on this page is school data for the six regions viewed by 
clicking on “School Summary By County & Region.” See School Data 
section below for more information.  
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USING THE WEBSITE 
To begin, choose a region and then the year for which you wish to view 
data. In the example below, Northeast Ohio Region and 2002 have been 
selected.  

 

The Summary screen that appears (shown below) displays the counties 
within the region and how many government entities have reported. Below 
this summary table is a map of the region.  

The first option is to choose a county and then choose a type of finance. 
The finance choices are Expenditures, Revenues and Debts & Assets1.  

Once the county and the finance type have been chosen click “Submit.” 

 
 

1Census expenditures and revenues are shown by Census account code and function code. 
The Classification Manual provides detail about what the Census includes in each 
account and function codes. See: http://www.census.gov/govs/www/class.html. Once 
there click on Revenue or Expenditure next to Code Definitions for the definitions and 
examples of what the Function codes entail.  
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Basic View 
Once the user clicks “Submit,” the following screen will appear, 
displaying summary data related to the county and type of expenditure (in 
the example below, Cuyahoga County was selected).  

 

The link “Click here to see detailed view” brings up the detailed 
expenditure data for each type of entity (i.e. County, Municipal, 
Township, Special District and School District). Scroll bars allow the user 
to scroll across as well as up and down. The screen shot below displays 
detailed expenditure data for Cuyahoga County.  

Detailed View 
For visual clarity, Total, Municipal, and Special 
District numbers are all shown in black while County, 
Township, and School District are shown in blue. 

The Key, pictured at right, appears on the page.  

At any time the user can return to the previous pages 
by clicking on “Home” or “Northeast Ohio Region.”  

Key  
Total 
County 
Municipal 
Township 
Special District 
School District 
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DATA ANALYSIS 
We have provided a link that can be used to copy and paste data from the 
site into a spreadsheet (such as Excel). This link is shown below the key 
(see screen shot above). 

To capture the entire data set shown, place the cursor at “ Source” in the 
top left-hand corner of the table and select all the data in the table through 
the bottom row, which reads*Dollars in 1,000s. Once all the data is 
selected, left-click and select Copy, then in your spreadsheet, left click and 
select Paste.  

Once pasted into the spreadsheet, the data will look like the table shown 
below. (Graphics won’t appear in the spreadsheet.)  
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Working with the Data 
Once the data has been pasted into a spreadsheet, the user can manipulate 
it as needed. Note that the data includes subtotals for each Account Code – 
the user should keep this in mind to avoid double-counting when working 
with the data (highlighted in grey). 

The Grand Total is the sum of the letters E, F, G and I. 
 
Letters K, X and Z are already in the totals and including them in the 
Grand Total would cause double counting. Furthermore, 
“Intergovernmental” items (L, M, N and Q) are excluded from the totals 
because they represent flow of money between governments rather than 
expenditures on particular functions/services. 
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SCHOOL DATA 
School data are available for all regions. The most recent full year of data 
from the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) is shown. In 
some cases, data are not available. For more detail, refer to the NCES 
website. See section on NCES below. 
 
On the Home page, a link below the table of regions allows the user to 
access this data (shown below). 
 

 
 
Once a region is selected, it brings the user to the screen below where a 
county can be selected. Click “Submit” after choosing the county to view 
the County detail. 
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Once the county is selected the user can view: 

 School Districts in the selected county (listed alphabetically) 

 Number of Schools in the school district  

 Number of Teachers in the district 

 Number of Students in the district 
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View Schools 
The View Schools link provides a demographic table for the schools in the 
selected school district (shown below). 

 

 

This table displays information by school on: 

 Grade Span 

 Charter School 

 Total Teachers 

 Student/Teacher Ratio 

 Total Students 

 Male , Female, Unknown 

 Race/Ethnicity 

 Number of Students Receiving Free Lunch 

 Number of Students Receiving Reduced Lunch 
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View Financials 
The Financial link provides district information and financial details. A 
screen shot is shown below.  
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USING NCES 
A user can access detailed school information by district at this link 
http://www.nces.ed.gov/ccd/districtsearch/.  
 

 
 

At this page, a user can pick a state and county and click “Search” (see 
screenshot above). After clicking “Search” the user is brought to a website 
showing all the school districts in the county. A user can click on a school 
district and the information will be displayed as shown below.  
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The information is separated into: 

 District Information 

 District Details 

 Staff 

 Fiscal 

 Census 

 

 

 


